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EWF Announces the

3'1 Edition of Professionals of the Future

Human-centric (Re)manufacturing in the Era of Al | Lisbon, 20t of October 2026

LISBON, Portugal — The European Federation for Welding, Joining and Cutting (EWF) is
pleased to announce the third edition of its flagship sectoral event, Professionals of the Future
(POTF), taking place on the 20" of October 2026 at Hotel Eurostars, Parque das Nagdes,
Lisbon, Portugal. Building on EWF’s ongoing commitment to international sectoral education
and training, this year’s edition explores the theme of Artificial Intelligente (Al): “Tools, Skills
and Industrial Transformation”.

Why Human-Centric (Re)Manufacturing?

As the manufacturing industry undergoes a twin transition — digital and green — the role of the
human worker is being redefined. Human-centric (Re)manufacturing focuses on
empowering the workforce as the strategic heart of the production process, ensuring that
professionals act as the creative and essential pilots of advanced technology.

For EWF, this theme is of strategic importance. To remain competitive and sustainable, the
industry must not only adopt Al but ensure that its workforce is qualified to use it. This translates
into three concrete priorities:

e Advancement within International Qualification Systems: Updating harmonised
qualification scheme to include digital and circular competencies.

e Standardisation: Ensuring that certified professionals possess the specific Al-literacy
and remanufacturing skills recognised across countries and sectors.

e Closing the Gap: Aligning the rapid pace of Al development with the structured
pedagogical requirements of sectoral training.

Event Programme

The event opens with a dedicated Open Session on the “Strategic Importance of Human-Al
Collaboration” followed by three interactive roundtables designed to generate dialogue
between education providers, industry representatives and policymakers from across Europe:

Roundtable 1 - Digital Tools for Training

Education and training resources: Al-driven learning, digital solutions (VR/AR), and the
development of harmonised training materials.

Roundtable 2 — Remanufacturing & Industrial Transformation

Industrial positioning in the Al era, featuring solutions and demonstrations of
remanufacturing processes that support a circular economy.

Roundtable 3 — Human Centricity & Professional Growth
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How to attract, retain and empower the workforce. Specific skills needed and how
harmonised qualifications can boost professional mobility.

Why Should Attend?

The event will bring together participants representing both education and industry from
several European countries. Together, we will explore meaningful education practices that
support training providers and the manufacturing industry in achieving a resilient and human-
centric future.

Practical Information

e Date: 20 October 2026

e Venue: Hotel Eurostars, Parque das Nagdes, Lisbon, Portugal

e Language: English

¢ Admission: Free of charge — registration is mandatory

e Lunch: Provided free of charge — registration is mandatory

e Registration: \Workshop - Professionals of the Future [20 October 2026]

Related EU-Funded Projects

The event draws on the work and expertise of several Horizon Europe and Erasmus+

initiatives:
e VR-VET
e INSPIRE
¢ R3-MYDAS
e BUTTERFLIES
e AIRISE
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https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Y2ZDNoEBbkecFKes3Dh1NKFz97XlgeNPru_22jy0GN1UNEpERlVaTVpCM09IQTRCNzJTQktUVTIxWS4u&route=shorturl
https://vr-vet.eu/
https://www.inspirewelding.eu/
https://www.r3-mydas.eu/
https://butterfliesproject.eu/
https://airise.eu/

of the future —
Human-centric
(Re)manufacturing
in the era of Al

Join industry leaders, practitioners and visionaries
to explore how putting people first drives
quality, innovation and a circular economy.

e October 20th, Eurostars Lisboa
2026 ‘ @ Parque das Nacgoes,

9AM - 1PM Lisbon Portugal.

2PM -5PM e
MORNING PROGRAM (9aAM - 1PM)

Round tables on:
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Digital Tools Remanufacturing Human Centricity
for Training & Industrial & Professional
Transformation Growth

AFTERNOON PROGRAM (2PM - 5PM)
THE EVENT CONTINUES IN THE AFTERNOON, FOCUSED ON

People at the Centre

of Industrial Transformation:
Remanufacturing and Artificial Intelligence

)

-

£E€ Howcan people remain at the centre of an industry
transformed by Al and remanufacturing? 99 pEGiSTER

- Cao-funded by the

Erasmus+ Programme

of the European Union

q ' P

1 3-4iYDAs ¥ AIRISE.EU ¢ '“ \VRVET wfl) BUTTERFLIES

Non-Destructive Testing
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About EWF

The European Welding Federation (EWF) manages international training, qualification, and
certification systems in the manufacturing industry. Founded in 1992, EWF currently
represents 28 European member countries and two observer members outside Europe. Its
mission is to harmonize qualification and certification schemes, promote innovation, and
support the industry in its transition to a more sustainable and digital future. For more
information, visit www.ewf.be

Media Contacts

Guilherme Rodrigues — gvrodrigues@ewf.be

Goncgalo Heliodoro — jheliodoro@ewf.be
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